
NAOSHIMAPRODUCT INFORMATION

BRITTLE CARBON LAYER, IRREGULAR PATTERN, 
BEAUTIFUL PATINA, WABI SABI, DURABLE

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

• Application: exterior applications only
• Wood type: Douglas (Pseudotsuga menziesii)
• Origin of wood: The Netherlands
• Surface texture: as per sample
• Profile: Our products have a squared profile as standard. 

Alternative profiles available on consultation.
• Mounting method: Stainless steel screws with a black head. 

Subject to consultation, Tiga clips can be used for invisible 
mounting.

TYPE OF WOOD

DIMENSIONS

We supply Naoshima planks in the following sizes as standard:

• Thickness: 23mm up to 30mm 
• Width: 60mm up to 250mm
• Length: up to 5m

Custom sizes are also available at an additional charge. The 
standard delivery time is 6-8 weeks, but do enquire about the 
available options!

Naoshima Naoshima coated

COATING

FIRE CLASS

Naoshima has an irregular but characteristic pattern, which 
gleams beautifully in the sun. The brittle, black carbon layer 
ages over the years acquiring a beautiful patina (weathering), 
which fits the Japanese philosophy of life of Wabi Sabi. The 
philosophy of Wabi Sabi embraces the serene beauty of 
transience and imperfection. Noashima is particularly suitable 
for exterior applications. The carbon stains somewhat, but it 
does not wash out when it rains.

Naoshima is a natural product. This means that individual 
planks may differ from one another.

Naoshima is made of Douglas fir from sustainably managed Dutch forests. The durability of Douglas wood is Class 3 and is therefore 
very suitable for use as wall cladding. Characteristic of Douglas wood is the smell and the presence of knots. These knots may be visible 
in the carbon layer. Knots of up to 2 cm may pop out of the plank during our charring process. This is virtually unavoidable.

In addition to the carbon-only version, we can also supply Naoshima that has undergone a Bito Green treatment. This is a water-based 
ecological resin and will tone down the outer surface, make it slightly tougher and prevent the carbon from staining.

The fire resistance classes of Naoshima are D, S0, D1 as standard (European standard - EN13501). With a specially developed sealed 
profile, it has classes B, S1, D0.



Shou-Sugi-Ban

AGING

In general, wooden facades and roofs are usually heavily impacted 
by the elements. UV radiation, rain and hail all contribute to the 
weathering of a surface. The lifespan of wood and the surface is 
significantly increased with the use of roof overhangs, roof edge 
profiles and windowsills.

Naoshima will weather over the years. The brittleness of the 
carbon layer means that Naoshima may weather quickly under the 
influence of wind, rain and hail. We do not, therefore, recommend 
using this product in areas subject to regular wind such as open 
fields, near the sea, at a height above 7 m nor on roofs. Naoshima 
will also continue to shrink and swell, depending on humidity and 
temperature.

On the right you can see in different phases of how Naoshima may 
weather.

MAINTENANCE

In general, Naoshima does not require any maintenance. With Naoshima, it is normal for weathering or minor damage to occur in the 
wood during the course of time. This is part of the character of this product, which is known as ‘Wabi-Sabi’ in Japan, the aesthetics of 
ageing and imperfection. These spots will eventually turn grey. Do not try to char the wood yourself! We also do not recommend 
painting over any damaged areas with black paint. This does not give a satisfactory result as the appearance of paint is different from 
the matt carbon layer. In the event of major damage, we recommend replacing the entire plank.

APPLICATIONS

Phase 1 Phase 2

Phase 3 Phase 4

Want to see more? 
Follow us on  social media:

Middelweg 85
3956 TL Leersum (NL)
Telephone: +31 6 2784 8952
Email: contact@zwarthout.com


